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Phophetical  Obfervations 

lOccaiion’d  by  the 

New  Comet.,  &c. 


H  E  Endeavours  of  the  Learned  Phi- 
lolbphers  of  this  Age,  to  rob  their 
Maker  of  his  Honour,  &e,  by 
tying  down  all  the  Phcenomena  of  the 
Heavenly  Bodies  to  thir  Natural  Cau- 
fes,  and  thereby  denying  the  Agency  of  Provi¬ 
dence  in  all  thole  things,  is  now  grown  lb  fcan- 
dalous,  that  they  are  juftly  contemn’d  by  Good 
Men,  every  way  as  knowing  in  thole  things,  as 
themfelves. 

As  they  take  Pains  to  exclude  all  porten¬ 
tous  Significations  Ifom  the  Motions  and  Aipe^s 
of  the  Heavenly  Bodies,  fo  they  would  leenV 
to  make  the  Starry  and  Planetary  World  indc-' 
pendent  even  of  Heaven  itfelf 


As  if  the  infinite  Power  that  made  all  thele 
vaft  Bodies,  cCifd  not  as  well  have  made  them 
fignilicant  of  things  to  come,  as  have  direfted  the 
Wojoders  of  their  Motions. 

1  fhall  not  enter  into  a  Dilpute  with  thefe  lelt 
leann’d  People  at-al),  but  fluting  myfelf  to  the 
more  ferid.us  Part  of  the  \yprld,  and  without  any 
Regard  to  thefe  Atheiftical  Kotionjs,  I  conclude 
what  they  cannot  deny,  thus,  vix..  That  the 
Great  Maker  of  the  World  has  fo  appointed  it, 
that  before  the  comingofgreat  and  national  Judg- 
jpent,  there  are  *ordinarily  Signs  in  the  Heavens, 
and  on  the  Earth  and  that  thefe  Signs  Tave  in  all 
Ages,  been  regarded  by  the  wifefl  and  beft  of 
Men,  who  have  from  thence  taken  Occafion  to 
warn  the  World  of  what  they  may  reafonably  ex- 
peft  upon  luch  Appearances. 

to  the  Contempt  ^bme  Mep  put  pp- 
on  all  this*,  making  a  Jeft  of  .all  .the  feripus 
Part,  and  bantering  the  awful  Regard  that  Good 
Men  fhew  to  them,  I  ihall  treat  it  as  it  deferves  ; 

•  that  is  to  fay,  with  the  utmoft  Contempt,  and 
fo  fhalf  bring  the  World  to  a‘  Ballapce  *,  for  as 
they  contemn  us,  we  contemn  them  f  and  lb  we 
may  leave  the  Qiiafrel  where  we  find  it. 

Before  I  fiiggell  what  may  come  to-pafs,  as  the 
Conlequence  of  fheie  Appearances  in  the  Heavens, 
which  we  expe^l  to  fee,  it  feems  very  rational  to 
to  put  the  World  in  mind  of  what  has  happen’d 
in  Coplequepce  of  foch  Fhmiomena,  as  have  beep 
already  leen.  *  '  •  ■ 

it  was  the  27th  of  November  laft,  that  we  had 

.  /  ;  .  ■  .'i  '  t  •  ^  »■ 

a  vifible  Eclipfe  of  the  Sm, 

The  29th  of following,  was  a  tripple 
Conjunction  of '  the  three  great  Planets,  Saturn^ 
and  AFars  \  that’  Conjunction  being  in  Sagi~ 
tarlm-i  the  Sun  being  at  the  lame  tirne  in  Capricorn, 

^  ‘  . .  ^  ■'  With« 


Without -entring  into  the  Aftrological  Calculaf 
tions,  with  whiih  we  might  amule  the  World  oi^ 
that  Subjed,  and  the  malignant  Alpeds  of  the 
leveral  Planets  upon  that  great  Occalion,  let 
us  a  little  obferve  what  has  already  been  feen  in 
the  World,  y^hich  may  reafonably  be  hippos’d  to 
be  either  the  natural  Confequences  of  thole  great 
Conjundions ,  or  portended  and  predided  by 
them. 

That  Ecllpfe  of  the  Sun^  as  it  is  hippos’d  by 
the  Sons  of  Art,  \yas  greater,  and  more  vilible,  in 
thQ  Eafiern  Parts  of  tjie  World,  than  it  vyas  here, 
and  as  it  feem’d  to  poite;nd  great  Changes  and 
Confulions  in  that  Part  of  the  World.;  has  it  not 

.  f  ^  \  I 

been  follow’d  by  two*  evident  and  remarkable 
Convulfions  in  thole  Eaflern  Countries  ?  «  . , 

I.  The  great  and  fatal  Revolution  in  Ferfa^ 
which  ha^  not  only  overturn’d  the  whole  Go¬ 
vernment  and  Conllitution  of  that  ancient 
and  vaftly  extended  Empire  but^  as  we  hear, 
has  been  fatal  to  the  Royal  Family,  and  to 
the  poor  People  ^  and  even  belides  a  Sea  of 
Blood  already  Ipilt  in  that  Country,  threatens 
the  utter  Overthrow  of  the  Monarchy,  and 
the  Diltolution  of  Ferfia  as  a  Kingdom  ^  that 
vail  Country  being  like  to  be  divided  be¬ 
tween  two  powerful  Keighbours,  the  "Turks 
and  the  Mufcovites  \  aijd  the  F  erf  an  Name  to 
be  loll  in  the  World. 

n.  The  Death  of  the  Emperor  of  China^  which, 
as  we  already  hear,  has  been  follow’d  with 
great  Confiilions  and  Diftradions  in  that  vah: 
Empire,  which  they  tell  us,  is  like  to  be  broken 
in  Pieces,  by  the  Pretenders,  (Sons  to  the  late 
deceas’d  Emperor,)  who  all  claim  a  Right  to 
the  SuccelTion  *,  who  are  in  the  Field  with 

great 


freJit  Armies,  every  one  leizing  on  what 
Part  of  the  Monarchy  they  can  lay-hold  of 

Had  any  fuch  extraordinary  Events  happen’d 
in  this  or  any  neighbouring  Part  of  the  World, 
fubfequent  to  llich  eminent  foregoing  Incidents  as 
thcfe  of  the  EcUffe^  or  the  Conjunaions  above- 
nam’d,  we  Ihould  have  made  no  Scruple  of  laying 
that  they,  viz.,  the  laid  Conjun8:ion  and  EcUffe 
were  evident  Fore-runners  of  thole  Events,  arid 
plainly  predifted  them  to  the  World,  and  that 
we  had  been  in  the  Right  to  have  warn’d  the 
World  of  Ibme  extraordinary  Event  near  at  hand, 
and  that  Ibme  dreadful  Judgment  was  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled.  '  •  ^ 

And  why  are  thofib  terrible  things  the  lefs  to 
be  oblerv’d  by  us,  for  their  being  remote,  and 
for  our  having  no  Share  in  the  Diftrefs  of  thole 
Kations  ?  We  may  indeed,  be  thankful  to  Heaven 
that  we  are  not  involv’d  in  the  Calamity,  but  it 
is  not  at  all  the  lefs  a  Proof  that  thofe  Appear¬ 
ances  were  predi£ling,  and  perhaps,  influencing 
them,  and  confequently  other  fuch  or  flich  like 
Ehcenomena.  may  in  like  manner  be  prediding,  and 
even  influencing  upon  us,  when  they  happen  in 
fuch  Signs  as  this  Part  of  the  World  are  more 
particularly  concern’d  in. 

As  I  will  not  venture  to  aflTert  how  far  Con- 
jun^ions  of  Planets  or  their  Oppofitions,  or  other 
Alpefls  may  be  either  Caules  or  Procurers,  or  Fore¬ 
runners  of  luch  and  liich  Events,  and  to  fuch  or 
fuch  Parts  of  the  World  as  they  more  particularly 
point  at,  lb  it  is  extremely  arrogant  to  affirm, 
that  they  are  no  way  concern’d  either  as  Caules, 
or  Fore-runners,  and  that  no  heed  at-all  is  to  be 
given  to  thcmi;  and  thofe  that  have  advanc’d 
iuch  things  politively,  have  fometiines  found  lb 

ftrange 


ibange  a  Connexion  between  the  laid  Appearances^ 
and  the  Events,  that  they  have  been  confounded 
even  with  the  pr.obabillity. 

But  to  come  nearer  Home,  with  the  laid  Ap¬ 
pearances  of  the  pall  Year  ^  it  was  faid  by  the  moll 
skillful  Ailrologers,  that  the  Conlequcnce  of  thole 
Conjunftions  would  appear  in  unhealthy  Air,  un- 
lealbnable  Weather,  exceflive  Heat  or  Cold,  violent 
Storms,  extreme  Heat,  long  and  fatal  Drought, 
and  other  ordinary  and  extraordinary  Convullions 
in  Nature,  which  would  tend  to  the  manifeft 
Detriment  of  the  Country  to  which  tbefe  Alpefts 
had  a  regard. 

Now  it  is  evident,  that  ever  lince  thole.  Con- 
jun£f  ions  happen’d,  Nature  has,  as  it  were,  buffer’d 
Violence  ^  from  what  Caufes,  whether  from  that 
Conjundion  itfelfi  as  the  Caule,  or  from  Ibme 
previous  Colleffion  of  poilbnous  Vapours  which 
thofe  Conjunffions  might  prediH,  that,  I  lay, 
remains  doubtful  ^  hut  that  it  has  been  fo,  let 
that  ftrange  unnatural,  or  at  beft,  unufual  Concur¬ 
rence  of  intemperate  Seafons,  telfilie. 

At  firfl,  an  uncommon  continuance  of  Cold, 
and  Northerly  Winds  always  blowing  from  the 
North  and  North-Wefl^  or  North-Enft  Corners,  not 
in  the  Spring  only,  but  even  beyond  the  Sumr 
mer-SoIllice  *,  16  that  the  vernal  Inliuence  was 
quite  loft  ^  not  only  cultivated  Plants  did  not 
grow,  or  at  leaft,  did  not  thrive,  but  even  the 
very  Weeds  in  our  Gardens  did  not  grow  aS- 
uhial  ^  the  weather  continued  'dry  and  cold, 
fterile  and  barren,  bringing  Vermin,  and  devouring 
every  green  thing  ^  and  Ibmetimes  fo  univerlal  a 
Drought,  as  threatned  Ruin  to  the  Expectation 
of  the  Farmer  ^  and  in  Ihort,  a  general  Dronght,^ 
even  to  Barrennels  and  Famine. 

Without 


if' 

Without  doubt  the  Influence  of  thole  Planets^ 
the  moft  powerfiil  Agents  upon  the  Climate 
which  we  live  in,  might  reach  into  this  Country, 
attra8:ing,  and  perhaps,  conluming  all  the  moift 
Vapours  which  Nature  may  have  at  firft  pro-' 
vided  for  fruftifying  the  Earth  \  and  for  want  of 
which,  that  Drought  prevail’d  to  llich  a  height 
as  we  find  it  did. 


If  that  unfeafbnable  Drought,  Ivhich  has  been 
fo  univerfally  fatal  to  all  this  If] and  of  ^riidtii  and 
to  the  Northern  Parts  of  Europe,  for  lb  far  We 
find  it  has  extended,  has  been  Occalioh’d  by  a 
flrong  Attraction  of  Vapours  from  the  Influence 
of  that  great  Conjunction  ;  th^  it  may  be  true, 
that  the  Great  Eclipfe  now  approaching,  may  have 
Influences  of  like,  or  worfe,  Confequence  to  the 
World  :  Note,  that  I  fay,  may  have,  arid  tho’  per¬ 
haps,  I  might  fa|',  fhall  have  it,  and  with  good' 
Authority  too,  yet  I  fliall  kave  it  to  the  World 
to  judge  of  the  Validity  of  tholb  Conjectures, 
by  the  Confequences  *,  only  that  I  fhall  take  upon 
me  with  the  greatefl  Certainty,  to  fay,  that  at 
leafl,  thele  Appearances  have  as  much  probable 
Signification,-  as  any  that  have  happen’d  within 
the  Memory  of  the  oldeft  Man  living  ^  and  this 
1  mention,  fignifying  at  the  lame  time,  that  there 
ieems  to  bey  very  ftrong  Impreflipns  of  fore-bo¬ 
ding  Circumffances,  as  well  in  thole  pafl,  as  in 
thele  now  approaching. 

Some  are  of  Opinion,  that  the  prefent  Scene 
of  publick  Tranquility,  which  at  prelent  Ipreads 
the  Face  of  Europe,  foretels  even  of  itlelf,  a  hid¬ 
den  Interruption  •,  and  that  it  has  been  often  oh- 
ferv’d,  that  there  never  was  a  general  Qviiet  that 
held  lb  compleatly  calm,  above  one  Year  at  a- 
time,  over  fo  great  a  Part  of  the  World. 


Mav 
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May  this  general  Oblervation  be  coiltradifted  by 
the  lang-lafting  Peace  of  Mankind  ;  no  honeH^ 
meaning  Perlbn  delires  the  Confufion  of  his  Fel¬ 
low-Creatures,  in  my  Opinion  *,  but  this  is  cer-* 
tain,  that  there  has  not  been  for  any  Age  withifj 
our  Memory,  or  within  the  Reach  of  Hiftory,  a 
Time  when  fo  many  conairring  Signs  in  theHea-^ 
veris,  have  come  together,  or  within  fo  narrow  a 
Compaisof  Time,  and  all  of  ,  them  fo  fignificant, 
and  lb  portending  things  of  Conlequence  to  the 
World* 

Ecllffes  themlelves  are  not  very  frequent  ^  F- 
cUffes  of  the  Sun  are  left  frequent  than  of  the 
Moon  *,  but  Total  Edipfes  of  the  Sun  are  yet  more 
rare  •,  and  it  is  my  Opinion,  that  none  of  thole 
Eclipfes  come  without  ah  Errand  ^  lb  when  they 
are  lb  very  remarkable,  ho  doubt  bitt'that  they 
are  loaded  with  the  more  Biillneis^  and  have  Er¬ 
rands  of  lb  much  the  greater  Cohfequerice. 

l.et  then  the  Pretenders  to  Art,  endeavour  ih 
what  Manner  they  pleale,  to  take  off  the  Awe 
which  thofe  extraordinary  Phosnomena  would  jult- 
ly  imprint  upon  the  Minds  of  the  People,  and 
oppole  the  honeft  Intentions  of  thole  that  look 
hi^er  than  the  rheer  Katural  Caules  of  things : 
But  ’tis  impolTible,  v\^hiic  Heaven  fulfers.  fuch 
great  Events  to  follow  in  the  very  Keck  of  thele 
Phocnomena^  I  lay,  ’tis  impolTible  for  them  to  per- 
Iwade  the  World,  that  Gob  h^s  no  Hand  in 
thele  things^. 


B  SEC  T.  It 
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SECT.  II. 

/ 1 

HAvmg  inade  fbme  Way  in  the  former 
Sections  for  the  Reafons  which  may 
be  given  for  believing  the  Influence 
of  theft  Appearances,  1  cannot  but 
think  it  will  confirm  us  in  this  Judgment,  if  from 
Hiflory  and  Antiquity  I  give  fbme  Account  as 
far  as  the  fliort  Space  of  a  Pamphlet  will  allow, 
of  llich  Comets  or  Eclipfesy  as  have  appear’d  in 
an  extraordinary  Manner,  and  have  lb  immedi¬ 
ately  been  follow’d  by  extraordinary  Events, 
that  it  has  been  next  to  impofllble  to  feparate 
the  Sign  and  the  Thing  fignify’d  ^  and  as  have 
particularly  been  allow’d  by  the  concurrent  Opi¬ 
nion  of  all  Ages,  to  intimate  thoft  extraordinary 
Events. 

I.  Hiflory  tells  us,  there  was  a  terrible  Comet 
appear’d  before  the  ten  Plagues  in  Egypt,  and 
the  drowning  of  Pharoah  and  his  Army  in  the 
j4rmo  APmdi,  2454. 

2.  It  is  allb  recorded,  that  a  Comet  appear’d 
in  the  Days  of  AhYaham,  immediately  before  the 
Promile  given  him  that  his  Seed  fhould  poleft 
the  Land  of  Canaan  \  and  fbme  Hiftorians  inti¬ 
mate,  that  it  was  by  that  Comet  that  the  Cities 
of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  were  ftt  on  fire,  and 
deftroy’d 

3.  A  great  Fax,  or  Fir-Torch,  or  Comet,  of 
a  horrible  Figure,  appear’d  over  Africa,  and  over 
all  Spain,  to  the  great  Terror  of  the  People,  which 
was  follow’d  by  the  Ruin  of  the  Carthaginian 

Empire, 
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Empire,  and  after  by  the  final  Deftructlon  of  the 
City  0^ Carthage-,  and  the  Conqiiefi:  of  ail  S^ain  by 
the  Romans. 

4.  A  great  Coma  was  leen  in  Italy,  which 
was  follow’d  by  that  furprifing  Attempt  which 
deftroy’d  the  common  Liberty  of  Rome,  and 
jefted  the  Roman  Government  to  abfolnte  Tyranny^ 
when  Julius  Cafar  paft  the  Rubicon,  and  feiz’d 
upon  the  Government  of  the  whole  Roman  World  ; 
the  lame  Comet  appear’d  again  juid  before  Cafars 
Death. 

^  5  4  The  Star  or  Comet  in  the  Eafi,  immediate¬ 
ly-preceding  the  Birth  of  our  Saviour,  and  which 
was  lb  exceeding  Bright,  that  it  fhone  by  Day, 
and  ftood  over  the  City  of  Bethlehem,  where  the 
Wife  Men  came  by  that  Direction,  to  worihip 
our  Lord. 

6.  A  terrible  Comet  which  appear’d  at  firfl  in 
the  fiiapeof  a  burning  Torch,  afterwards  in  the 
ulual  figure  of  what  is  vulgarly  call’d  a  Blazing- 
Star,  fhew’d  itlelf  ^nno  Dom.  1 7,  in  the  Sign  T  * 
this  was  follow’d,  ^firft  by  the  Death  of  the  Em¬ 
peror  Augufius,  which  then  ruled  the  whole 
known  World,  which  happen’d  the  very  next 
Year-,  and  ne^t,  by  a  terrible  Earthquake  in 

by  which  twelve  confiderable  Cities  in  that 
Quarter  of  the  World  were  fwallow’d  up  ^  and 
the  lame  Year  in  another  Earthquake,  the  three 
Cities  -  of  Ephefus,  Sardis,  and  Magnefia,  were 
almoll  buried  alive^  and  an  innumerable  Multitude 
of  People  perilli’d.  N.  B.  with  this  Comet  was 
fold  to  be  feen  an  Ecliyfe  of  the  Aiooti  for  three 
Kights  together. 

7.  That  frightful  Comet,  in  the  Figure  of  a 
fiaming  Sword,  which  for  a  whole  Year  together- 
hung  over  the  whole  Country  of  Judea,  but  el- 
pecially  over  Jerufalem  before  the  Roman  s 

B  2  lieg’d 
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fieg’d  that  City  ^  and  was  immediately  follow’d 
with  the  Deftrudion  not  only  of  that  City, 
but  of  the  whole  Nation  of  the  Jews  and  1 1  ooood 
People  petifli’d  with  it. 

8.  jlntia "  $6^,  Julian  the  Apoflate  having  in 

delight  to  the  itame  of  Christ,  and  to  the 
Chtillians,  carels’d  the  Jews^  and  given  orders  to 
rebuild  the  Temple  of  Jerufalem  in  a  moft  mag¬ 
nificent  M^ner  *, '  a  terrible  Comet  appear’d  in  the 
middle  of  -the  Day,  which  out-ihone  the  Sun 
itfelf  j  during  which,  ( and  the  Comet  juft  then  ap¬ 
pearing  very  particularly  Bright )  a  terrible  Thun^ 
der  breaking'  upon  the  new'  Work,  or  Building, 
the  Flaihes  took  hold  of  the  Building,  conflim’d 
all  that  was  combuftible,  and  at  the  lame  time 
a  violent  horrible  Earthquake  overthrew  the  reft, 
and  17C00  perilh’d,  partly  burnt  with  the 
Lightning,  and  partly  Iwallow’d  up  aliveh’n  the 
Earth.  *  '  ■  -  •  ^ 

9.  jinno  457.  x4  fright  fill  Comet  of  a  vaft  Mag¬ 

nitude,  appear’d  oyer  Great-Britain  in  particular,  in 
the  lhape  of  a  Fiery  Dragon^  out  of  the  Head 
or  Mouth  of  this  Dtagon,  there  came  forth  two 
Streams  of  Fire,  one  in  the  fhape  or  likenels  of 
a  long  Fiery  or  Flaming-Sword,  pointing  towards 
Fram  e  ^  and  the  other  a  large  and  broader  Flame, 
pointing  towards  Ireland  ^  which  laft  Flame 
branclfd  itlelf  out,  and  ended  in  leven  fmaller 
Streams  of  Fire,  pointing  the  lame  vyay  ;*  this 
terrible  Ccmet  was,'  befides  the  Calamities  which 
follow’d  in  the  Roman  Empire,  follow’d  by  a 
terrible  Plague*  in  this  Country,  and  in  all  Ire¬ 
land^  as  alfo  Ip  reading  over  all  the  ‘Northern  Part 
of  Europe  j  which  Plague  this  horrible  Theno^ 
men  in  was  laid  not  only  to  prediH,  but  alio 
to  le  the  Caiife  ofi  “  *  ^ 
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10.  Anno  ip66j  a  very  Fiery  colour’d  Comet 
appear’d  in  England  juft  before  the  landing  of 
William  the  Norman^  afterwards  call’d  William 
the  Conqueror  of  which  the  antient  Englijh 
Poets  fong,  as  Follows^ 

A  Thoufand  lixty-Six, 

^  It  was,  as  w-e  do  read. 

When  as  a  Comet  did  appear^ 

And  Engtijh-Men  lay  Dead. 

Ti.  Anno,  1572.  ■  A  horrible  and  frightful 
Comet  appear’d  before  the  Maftacre  of  Parls^  in 
which  30000  Proteflants  were  inurther’din  cold 
Blood  in  that  and  the  other  Cities  of  France^ 
and  was  follow’d  by  a  CivihWar  alfo. 

12.  Anno  1^64,  and  1665.  Two  appear’d 
impending  moftly  over  England-^  and  the  City 
of  London^  but  feen  alfo  over  all  the  Northern 
Parts  of  Europe^  and  which  were  follow’d  by  that 
terrible  Plague,  which  fwept  away  inummcrable 
Kumbers  of  'People  in  England^  Holland-^  and 
the  lower  Germany  ^  and  even  in  the  City  of 
London^  almoft  an  hundred  Thoufand  People 
died,  befides  more  than  as  many  in  the  other 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom. 

In  fingling  out  thefo  twelve  Comets,  I  would 
not  have  the  Rcadjer  flippofe  there  were  no  other 
Comets  appearing  in  all  that  time  ,  I  might  fill  a 
large  Book  with  an  Account  of  them  *,  but  I  fingle 
out  thele  more  remarkable  Comets,  becaule  the 
Events  which  follow’d  them,  are  more  particu¬ 
larly  remarkable  in  Hiftory,  and  known  almoft 
to  all  the  reading  Part  of  the  World  and  be^ 
caule  they  were  more  eminently  obferv’d  to  be 
portentous  of  thofe  Events,  which  came  fo  im- 
tnediately  after  them.  "" 

'  . '  ■  Thefe 
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Thele  twelve  therefore,  may  llifEce  to  evidence, 
that  our  being  able  to  allign  Natural  Caules  for  the 
Produftion  and  Appearance  of  all  thefe  things, 
(does  not  at  all  hinder  that  God  may  think  fit 
to  order  even  thofe  Natural  Effects  of  Natural 
Caules  to  import  Good  or  Evil  approaching  ^  as 
well  as  that  in  Thunder,  Lightning  for  which 
Natural  Caules  are  always  aflign’d,  and  juftly  too^ 
yet  when  Heaven  pleales  to  make  ule  of  them 
io  bum  and  deftroy  Hoyles, -and  Towns,  or  Peo^ 
pie,  they  are  no  lels  Judgments  on  thole  deftroy ’d 
places  than  they  were  before. 

Since  then,  there  is  lb  apparent  a  Connection 
between  the  extraordinary  Motions  and  Al^Cts 
ol'the  Heavenly  Bodies,  and  the  great  Affairs,  Re¬ 
volutions,  and  Convulfions  of  this  Lower  World, 
let  us  lee  what  Conclulions  we  may  realbpably 
draw  from  the  things  of  this  Kind,  which  are  be^ 
fore  us  at  this  ^  time. 

That  there  are  lb  many  concurring  Signs  in  the 
Heavens,  appearing  at  this  time,  lignihes,  at  firfi 
Sight^  that  Ibmething  extraordinary  may  be  exr 
peCted  from  behind  the  dark  Curtain  of  Futurity  ^ 
the  Fate  of  Kingdoms,  and  of  Perlbns,  is  in¬ 
deed,  oblcure  •  but  even  thofe  Oblcurities  are,  in 
a  great  meahire,  llnd  or  marFd  out  to  us  in  thele 
things  :  If  Comets^  Eclipfes^  CpnjunlUons  of  Vianet 
and  the  evil  and  malignant  AlpeCls  of  Stars  and 
Vianet sj  are  Meflengers  of  good  or  bad  Tidings  9 
much  more  may  wc  luggeft  them  to  be  lb,  when 
they  come  crowded  together,  one  at  the  Heels 
of  another,  and  when  there  are  not  only  Signs  in 
the  Heavens,  that  in  the  Starry  Heavrns-^  and 
Signs  on  the  Earth  ^  but  when  the  laid  Starry  Hea*. 
vens  may  be  laid  to  be  fiill  of  Signs. 

I  have  oblerv’d,  that  the  late  Tripple  ConjunSllon 
of  the  Planets,  Saturn^  J^pter^  and  Mars^  hap- 

pen'd 


perfd  in  the  Beginning  of  the  prelent  Year^  that 
is  to  fay,  the  29th  of  December ,  which  1  call  the 
Beginning  of  the  Year,  becaule  the  Influences  of 
the  Conjun^ion  did  not  work  here,  till  the  Be¬ 
ginning  of  the  Month  of  February  following  ;  I 
lay,  1  have  oblerv’d,  that  this  Conjunftion,  xehich 
fome  caird  terrible-,  was  Ipoken  of^  as  threatning 
the'Encreale  of  the  Plague  Ifom  the  Southermofi 
Parts  of  France,  to  thefe  Parts  of  the  World,  and 
that  it  was  to  happen  this  paft  Summer  :  And 
thole  who  delight  in  being  the  Melfengers  of  evil 
Tidings,  aj  mofi  of  the  pretending  Fr editors  lovetQ 
do-,  filfd  us  with  Fears,  that  thole  Planets  lb  con¬ 
join’d,  wou’d  certainly  forebode  the  Plague,  as 
above. 


.  On  the  contrary-,  it  was  always  my  Opinion,  and 
I  am  confirm’d  in  it  by  many  Tokens,  that  they 
not  only  did  foretel  that  Tre  ^^t  have  the 
Plague  break  out  among  us,  but  that  they  were 
really  merciful  Inftrument.^  to  prevent  it  :  Kow  if 
we  can  once  realbn  ourlelves  into  a  probable  Cer¬ 
tainty  that  thele  Thcenomena  are  really  inftrumen- 
tal  to  bring,  or  to  prevent  the  Evil  we  l^ak 
of,  we  may  much  more  eafily  grant,  that  they 
do  fo  and  fo  predial  *,  for  ’tis  eafie  to  believe,  that 
a  Planet,  or  ConjunChion,  or  AfpeB  of  a  Planet,  is 
a  Fore-runner  of  luch  a  thing,  if  we  can,  previous 
to  it,  come  to  a  Knowledge  of  its  being  the  real 
Caufe  of  it,  or  but  partly  the  Caufe  of  it. 

Tht^s  I  think  the  great  Conjunllion  juft  now  men¬ 
tion’d,  which  happen’d  on  the  laid  29th  of  jDc- 
cemher  laft,  was  really  a  Sign  to  us  for  G ood,  as  to 
the  Infection  in  France,  that  it  lliou’d  not  Ipread 
itieif  this  way  becaule,  I  believe,  by  its  Attra¬ 
ction  and  influence,  it  drew  otf  all  the  noxious 
Vapours,  and  thofc  poTonous  contagious  Particles 
which  the  Air  in  the  Southern  Fra?: vc  was 
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it  that  time  Ml  of,  and  carried  them  clear  out  «F 
this  Part  of  the  World  ^  like  as  1  ohferve,  it  has 
drawn  away  the  moift  Vapours  of  another  Kind, 
that  iis’d  to  fupply  the  neceffary  Rains,  and  by 
tvhicll  Means  the  Air  has  been  left,  as  it  were,  va¬ 
cant,  and  Void,  and  iibt  furnilh’d  with  a  liiffici^ 
crit  Qiiantity  of  Humid  io  Ripply  the  Clouds  ^ 
by  which  Means  alfo  the  late  Drought  was  occafi- 
Wd,  which  we  at  this  Tiftie  feel  the  Effefts  of. 

If  thefi  by  the  Attra£lion  6f  the  Planets  fo  in 
ConjunElion^  ‘a  great  Drought  has  erifued,  not  in 
England  only,  but  in  all  the  Northern  Part  of  Eu-^ 
rope,  as  we  fee  has  been  now  the  Cafe  ^  why  may 
not  the  fame  Attra’ftion  of  the  Planets  in  Con- 
junEhion^  as  above,  draw  away  the  ihfedious  Parti¬ 
cles  in  the  Air,  and  occafion  the  Healthinels  of 
thefe  Parts  of  the  World,  arid  fo  hot  brily  por¬ 
tend  the  Good  to  us.  but  be  the  real  Natural 
Caufe  of  it  ? 

Again  come  we  from  hence,  to  the  prefent 
Signs  now  approaching  in,  and  perhaps,  already 
influencing  the  Affairs,  or  Conftitutioh  and  Tem¬ 
perature  of  this  Part  of  the  World  ^  whether  as 
to  the  Health  of  the  Seafons,  or  of  Perfohs  ^  the 
FruitRilnefs,  ot  Sterility  of  the  the  Earth ;  the 
Power  of  contagious  Colletlions  in  the  Air  ^  their 
Encreafe,  or  Decreafc,  arid  the  like  ^  the  Cafe  is 
much  the  lame. 

If  it  be  polTible  that  the  Alpefts  of  the  Hea¬ 
venly  Bodies  flioifd,  by  their  approaching  Pofi- 
tiori,  intimate  contagious  Air,  corrupted  llagnated 
Vapours,  &c.  and  that,  according  to  the  Rules 
of  Aftrology  it  were  rational  to  conclude,^  that 
they  were  the  Occafion  of  it  •  that  they  filfd, 
or  help’d  to  fill  the  Air  with  thofe  corrupted 
Fumes,  arid  contagious  Vapours  ;  Why  fliou’d  it 
be  thought  crimirial,  to  fuggeR,  or  to  predift  then, 
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that  thofe  Pofitions  fhou’d  be  follow’d  by  Plagite 
and  Mortality  ?  and  why,  notwithllanding,  ihou’d 
riot  thole  Plagues  and  Mortality,  be  call’d  a  Judg¬ 
ment,  or  the  Judgments  of  G  o  d  ?  feeing  all  the 
Contagions  and  Mortalities  that  attend  Mankind, 
are  at  leail,  permitted,  and  Ihippole,  dire£l:edby 
the  Hand  of  Heaven^  and  are  very  modeftly  call’d 
the  Judgments  of  G  0  D,  from  what  Natural  Cau* 
les  Ibever  they  may  may  be  produc’d. 

Thus  ’tis  evident.  Comets  and  Ecliffes^  Conjun^ 
Bions^  Opfofitions,  and  other  AffeBs  of  the  Tlanets 
and  Stars-,  may  portend  G  o  d’s  Judgments  upon 
a  Nation  or  Country,  where  they  aj^ear  *,  and 
conlequently,  it  is  neither  unrealbnable,  of  ill- 
grounded,  to  warn  the  Nations  to  prepare  for  fuch 
Judgments,  in  a  Chriftian  and  ferious  Manlier. 

On  the  contrary  then,  to  contemn  thefe  thitigs  ^ 
to  afcribe  all  to  Natural  Caufes  ^  to  exclude  the 
Influences  of  the  Stars,  Comets,  Tlanets,  &c.  from 
any  Concern  in  liich  Events  \  and  make  Sport  with, 
and  ridiaflp  the  juft  Prediftions  of  frich  Events, 
and  all  the  Warnings  that  Good  Men  give  on 
that  Account,  is  Impious  and  Athelflkal,  and  tends 
to  lelTening  the  Awe  of  the  Supreme  Power^  and 
of  Heaven’s  Judgment  in  the  Minds  of  Men 
and  at  the  lame  time,  it  is  ailing  contrary  to  the 
Realbn  and  Nature  of  the  thing  ^  againft  Expe¬ 
rience,  and  againft  evident  Probabflities  alfo  ; 
which,  I  venture  to  lay,  no  wileMan  wou’d  wil¬ 
lingly  be  guilty  of  :  Let  thole  that  ail  thus,  con- 
fider  of  it,  or  not,  as  they  think  fiti 
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HAvirig  thus  alTertcd  the  Rcalbnablenefs 
of  TrediBing  Good  or  Evil,  Heaven’s 
Favours  and  Deliverances,  or  Plagues 
and  Judgmentsy  as  im^nding  ov^r,  or 
approaching  to,  a  Nation,  from  the  AffeBs  of 
the  Starsy  jfrom  the  ConjunBions  of  PlanetSy  &c.  and 
efpecially,  from  the  Appearance  of  Comets  ;  I 
come  next  to  Ipeak  of  the  prefent  Appearances 
mention’d  in  my  Title  *,  and  firfiy  of  the  late  great 
Conjunction  of  Saturn y  Jupiter y  and  Marsy  l^ken 
of  before, 

<*  _ 

'  First,  ’Tis  evident,  that  as  the  late  immo¬ 
derate  and  uniealbnable  Weather,  luch  as  Cold 
in  the  Sealbn  of  Heaty  and  Warmth  in  the  Sea- 
Ibn  of  Coldy  Drought  continued  in  a  manner,  and 
for  fo  long  a  Seafony  as  has  not  been  known  for 
many  A§^s  y  Northerly  and  Eafierly  Winds,  with 
very  little  Intermiffion,  for  above  eight  Months, 
even  in  the  Summer  y  I  fayy  as  theie  have  been 
certainly  the  EffeCts  of  that  late  Conjunction  of 
the  Planets,  Jupiter y  Saturny  and  MarSy  on  the  29th 
of  December  laft  y  lb  it  is  very  evident,  that  the 
Operation  of  that  ConjunBlon  is  not  yet  fully  over : 
The  uncommon  Drought,  with  very  little  Inter- 
million  of  Rain,  has  continued  y  the  Fmits  of 
the  Earth,  if  common  Fame  may  be  creditedy  have 
had  an  unuiiial  Mixture  of  Venom  in  them  y  the 
Juices  which  ufed  to  be  of  a  cooling  and  nou- 
liihing,  and  refrelhing  Nature,  have,  this  Year, 

been 
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fecen  FemkiouS'i  I  bad  almolt  faid  Poifonous^  to 
humane  Bodies*,  and  have  been,  and  Hill  are,  pro^ 
duHive  of.Diftafes,  Gripings,  Vomitings,  Fluxes^ 
&c.  which  have  been  Epidetnick,  thoughout  this 
JSIation  in  particular. 

B,  This  intimates  that  thofe  Influences  have, 
lb  fiir  as  they  do  affeH  any  Country,  more 
particularly  affefted  this  Country  *,  and  con- 
lequently  the  other  Signs,  whole  Influences 
are  perhaps,  now  begun,  may  do  the  lame. 

In  the  Conlequence  of  this  Obfervation,  I  may 
venture  to  add,  that,  as  I  fay,  this  Operation  is 
riot  yet  ovevj  I  expeH,  (Note,  I  lay  Expect) 
the  Oppofer  may  expeB  as  he  pleafesy  as  intemperate 
a  Sealbn  thro’  the  Winter ^  as  we  have  had  thro’ 
the  Summer,  tho’  not  lb  fatal  to  the  Health  of 
the  People. 

If  the  Influence  of  the  fatal  Conjunftion  of  Pla¬ 
nets,  has  thus  far  fliewn  its  ElfeHs  in  our  Coun¬ 
try  *,  I  have  Reafon  allb  to  believe  they  have 
yet  more  Powerful  Influences  in  other  Parts  of 
the  World  ^  and  I  do  think  it  Ihall  affed'  foreign 
Countries  in  that  Kind,  more  than  thefe  Coun¬ 
tries. 

•  From  hence  it  may  probably  come  to  pals,  that 
tho’  a  Plague  may  not  prelently  follow,  or  not  at- 
all,  to  thole  Countries  ^  yet  that  feveral  mortal 
Diltempers  may  affed  the  Bodies  of  Men,  elpe- 
cially,  in  the  Beginning  and  Clofe  of  the  Winter- 
Sealbn,  rather  than  in  the  Middle  of  it  ^  and  par¬ 
ticularly,  in  Holland^  Flanders^  Spain^  and  Portugal^ 
as  well  as,  and  more  than,  in  England. 

The  Influence  of  this  Conjundion  leems  to 
■  me  to  work  Particularly  in  this  Marnier,  namely, 
in  affeding  the  Temperature  of  the  Sealbns,  now 
no  Man  will  be  lb  void  of  Realbn,  as,  to  argue, 

C  2  that; 
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that  the  Temperature  of  the  Air  does  not  affe£l 
Humane  Bodies,  who  breathe  in  that  Air  ^  and 
confequently,  the  Difeafes  or  Health  to  which 
thofe  Bodies  are  fubjeft,  are  govern’d,  in  a  grei^ 
meafure,  by  the  laid  Conjunftion  of  Planets. 

If  any  Man  ask  me  then,  what  will  be  the 
Conlequence  thro’  the  coming  Winter,  of  the  In- 
hueiice  of  tliis  late  Conjunction,  and  what  Ope¬ 
ration  it  may  have  had  upon  the  Air  ?  what 
Changes  it  may  produce  in  the  Sealbn?  and  the 
like  ^  I  lhall  lay,  It  is  probable ^  that  as  we  have 
had  long  Northerly  and  Eaflerly  Winds,  even  du¬ 
ring  the  whole  Continuance  of  the  laid  Conjun^ 
Clion,  occalion’d  ftill  by  the  Itrong  Attraction 
Southward‘s  that  ConjuntUon  falling  out,  as  is  laid,  in 
Sdgitarius^  and  alfeCted  by  the  Sun%  being  in  Capri- 
corns  I  may  be  allow’d  to  fay,  ’tis  probable  the  lame 
Attraction  may  continue  thro’  the  whole  Influence 
of  that  ConjunClion,  which  is  yet  for  lb  me  time  ^ 
and  conlequently  this  may  bring  long  and  levere 
Cold  from  thole  North  and  North-Eaflern  Parts  of 
the  World  which  thole  Winds  blow  from. 

And  vet  from  the  lame  Probable  Caiifes  a  true 
Judgment  will  infer,  that  thefe  long  Colds  may 
be  interrupted  with  Ibme  moderate  Weather  •,  lb 
that  it  may  not  be  any  long  continued  Severity  of 
Froft,  llich  as  was  felt  here  in  1684  *,  but  that 
there  may  be  Intervals  of  thawing,  warm  Weather, 
for  eight  or  ten  Days  together.  ■ 

All  this  I  mention  as  tinder  the  Influence  of  the 
late  Conjuntlions  and  of  that  only  ^  but  if  the  Efr 
fr^Cts  or  the  ptelent  Comets  which  appears  fome- 
what  watry  and  flegmatick,  Ihou’d  concur  with 
the  other  Influences  to  abate  the  Extremity  of  the 
Cold,  theii  ’twill  be  very  probable  that  we  fliall 
have  an  extraordinary  Glut  of  Wets  long  and  hea¬ 
vy  Raln:^  and  perhaps,  deftruCfive  floods  j  the 
'  -  '  ^  ‘  /  '*  ■  "  •  * '  Con^ 
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Confequence  of  which,  is,  in  a  few  Woi'ds,  an  un¬ 
healthy,  fickly  Sfring  Sealbn. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  room  to  judge  by 
the  Rules  of  right  Realbn,  and  of  Aftrological 
Calculations  alfo,  that  the  affroaching  Influences  of 
the  Ecli^fe  may  fo  far  concur  with  thofe  of  the  laid 
Conjunllion  not  yet  over,  as  to  continue  the  powerful 
Attraftions  mention’d  above  ^  and  if  this  Ihould 
be  fo,  I  lhall  expeft  another  Blanket-Fair  upon  the 
Ice,  and  to  lee  Hackney-Coaches  plying  again  up¬ 
on  the  Thames  *,  as  was  the  Cale  juft  Forty  Years 
ago. 

Thus  much' for  the  Appearances  already  paft. 

1  come  next  to  Ipeak  of  the  extraordinary  Cor 
mety  which  is  an  Appearance  juft  now  in  Being. 

The  Accountsiwe  have  by  Aftronomers,  of  this 
Come  t,  are  juft  llifficient  to  give  us  the 
following  Idea  of  it,  ^iz,. 

That  it  is  a  Imall  Comet ^  that  is  to  lay,  in  its 
Appearance  *,  for  the  Sight  being  yet  uncertain,  it 
may  be  in  itlelf  infinitely  greater,  than  we  at  pre¬ 
lent  imagine. 

The  Tail,  or  Blaze  of  the  Comet y  is  not  Pro¬ 
portion’d  to  the  ulual  Length  of  other  liich  Starsy 
being  extended  not  much  more  than  one  Diame¬ 
ter  of  the  St  ary  or  Body  of  the  Comet  itfelf  Mr. 
Whifion  has  Publilh’d,  among  other  things,  a  little 
Scheme,  or  Plan,  of  th^  Appearance  itlelf,  with  a 
IhortView  of  the  Curve,  or  Arch  of  its  Motion, 
by  which  it  appears  to  have  pals’d  by  the  St  ary 
in  the  end  of  the  Napkin,  as  they  call  it,  of 
Aquarius y  Eafi  ^  then  by  the  Arm  of  Antinousy 
Wefl  y  then  Iweeping  towards  the  Eagle,  it  will  pals 
by  the  middle  Star  in  the  Eagle  Parallel  to  it, 
Wefi.  ■  .... 

By 
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By  this  Cot^rfe  of  the  Comet,  if  it  came  a 
little  lower,  we  ihould  have  a  very  clear  View 
of  its  whole  Extent,  from  feven,  to  near  ten 
a-Clock  every  Evening  ^  from  whence,  without 
defrending  to  any  farther  Enquires  into  the  Signs 
in  which  it  may  apear,  and  its  proper  Alpe&, 
I  think  ’tis  lufficent  to  lay,  that  this  Comet  being 
evidently  plac’d  in  our  Meridian ^  may  claim  to 
be  in  particular,  regarded  as  a  Signal  to  us,  and 
that  as  much,  as  if  its  Courle  had  been  nearer  to 
to  us. 

Thus  having  appropriated  its  Influences,  and 
proved  our  Title  to  the  Effefts,  let  us  lee  what 
by  Reafon  or  Philofophy,  or  by  Revelation,  im- 
pulfe,  or  other  Powers,  we  may  think  proper 
to  lay  of  it. 

:  The  little  Prelages  which  Ibme  People  amufe 
us  with  upon  this  Subjeft,  namely ^  that  it  portends 
ilrife  of  Parties,  Qiiarrels  at  Court,  long  Speeches 
within  Doors,  libelling  and  lampooning  in  Print, 
Juch  triffles  ;  as  they  are  too  mean  to  mention 
in  a  thing  of  this  importance,  I  omit  *,  I  think 
verily  when  we  concern  the  Stars  in  the  Fatality 
of  Balladrlinging,  and  making  Verles  upon  Whores, 
Princes,  great  Courtiers,  Eccleliafticks,  &c.  we 
may  be  luppos’d  to  be  very  barren  of  juft 
Obfervatlons  ^  we  might  with  much  more 
Juft  ice  have  expefted  a  Comet  or  an  Eclipfe  to 
have  foretold  the  Ruin  of  the  Harhurg  l.ottery, 

and  the  expelling  the  Lr--d  B - out  of  the 

Houle  of  Commons. 

Had  a  Comet  appear’d  juft  before  the  late  Fall 
of  South-:Sea  Stock,  and  the  Cataftrophe  of  the 

Family  of  the  Craggs^s  and  A - hies,  or  the 

downlal  of  the  Direftors,  we  might  indeed, 
have  thought  it  a  Prognoftick,  that,  being  an 
At&if  of  National  Importance  y  but  to  entitle  the 

Sti^s 
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Stars  to  prognofticate  the  Dilappoiritfhent  of  a 
fQW  Harhurgh  Ch^^tSy  and  the  Edipfe  of  Sitilrifi 
Lord,  would  but  make  an  univerlal  Hils  pal§ 
thro’  the  World  at  the  Calculators  of  hich  things, 
as  there  did.  at  the  People  I  Ipeak  of. 

But  we  muft  look  higher,  ?mch  higher  for  the 
import  of  thefe  Appearances  ^  as  this  Comet  is 
one  of  God’s  Meffengers,  lb  no  doubt  it  comes 
on  its  Mailer’s  Errand  ^  if  it  has  a  Meffage  we 
may  and  ought  to  enquire  what  it  is  *,  and  no 
wife  Man  will  delpile  the  Search  ^  if  it  has 
none,  we  fhall  be  not  the  worle  for  the  Search, 
or  regret  the  Dilappointment. 

The  ufual  Judgments  with  which  Heaven 
Vifits  Mankind,  are  IVarSy  Plaguesy  contagious  -Dif- 
eafesy  Famine^  Tempefiy  and  Storms^  of  Lightnings 
Fhunder^  Windy  and  Rahy  Earthquakes-^  &c. 

The  three  hrfl  of  thefe  leem  to  be  what  the 
World,  at  this  time,  are  moft  apprehenlive  of^ 
and  that  not  without  great  Reafbn*,  the  reft  in 
the  ordinary  Gourie  of  Nature  are  feldom  ib 
extenftve  as  thefe,  neither  are  the  Confequences 
lb  fatal  \  for  Example. 

Famine-,  by  the  Interpofition  of  Commerce,  'h 
fo  fecurely  fenc’d  againft,  that  unlefs  God  ihou  d 
lock  up  the  Wndom  of  Heaveny  or  dry-up  tlie 
Rivers  and  Springs,  throughout  all  Europe,  it  wou’d 
be  hardly  poflible  that  any  Nation  cou’d  be  dif- 
ftrefs’d  with  a  Famine,  in  fiich  a  manner,  the 
Scarcity  of  one  Country  is  now  liipply’d  from 
the  Plenty  of  another,  and  while  Trade  is  open, 
and  Navigation  free,  there  is  fearce  any  juft  Rea¬ 
fbn  to  fear  a  Scarcity  of  Bread  :  For  Example, 
Poland  and  England  by  the  ordinary  Produce  of 
the  Earth,  fuppofing  all  the  other  Maritime 
Countries  of  Europe  had  a  Scarcity  of  Corn, 
are  able  to  fepply  hifficient  for  all  their  Wants  , 
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!  it!ean  with  this  Suffojition  only,  viz,  that  with  Pc^ 
land  we  include  the  Countries  adjoyning  to  Poland, 
filch  as  Prufa,  Courland^  Livonia,  and  the  Shores 
of  the  Baltick,  from  Pomerania,  Eaftward,  which 
are  all  Corn-Countries  •,  and  that  with  England^ 
we  include  Scotland  and  Ireland, 

On  the  other-hand,  the  Coafr  of  Barbary,  how  hot 
and  barren  foever  it  may  be  fuggefled  to  be^  by 
reafon  of  great  Heats,  yet  is  a  Fund  or  Magazine 
of  Corn  for  France,  Italy^  and  other  Parts  of 
Europe  oh  that  fide,’  as  Egypt  is  for  Conflahtinople, 
and  the  like  :  Kow,  unleis  all  thefo  Countries 
fail  together,  no  general  Famine  can  opprefs  the 
Chrillian  World  *,  and  ’tis'^  for  this .  Reafon  that 
1  mention  it  ;  and  let  all  thofe  Aflrologers  who 
would  fright  the  World  with  Apprehenfions  of 
eating  one  another  for  want  of  Bread,  examine 
this  part  more  ftri£lly,  and  they  will  find  that 
no  Alpeds  of  Planets  will  fortel  any  thing  of' 
that  kind,  frifficient,  to  make  the  World  believe 
them,  unlefs  they  will  take  upon  them  to  alTure 
us,  that  the  Windows  of  Heaven  lhall  be  Hopp’d, 
and  that  God  lhall  break  his  Word  with  Man¬ 
kind,  wherein  he  has  alfor’d  us  all,  that  Seed^ 
timcy  and  Harvefi  fjould  not  fail,  to  the  end  of 
the  World. 

Since  then  Katurc  feerns  to  forbid  a  Famine, 
except  as  above,  by  a  general  Hop  of  the  Foun¬ 
tain  of  our  Supply  ^  it  would  be  prepoflerous 
and  arrogant  to  the  laft  Degree,  if  we  Ihould 
give  heed  to  thole  who  from  their  jdflrologkal 
Calculations  take  upon  them  to  threaten  us  with 
it  *,  for  Providence  never,  or  very  rarely,  afls  out 
of  the  ordinary  Courfo  of  [Natural  Caufos. 

But  to  come  nearer  ^  neither  does  the  Afpeol 
of  this  Ccmet  threaten  the  World  with  Earth¬ 
quakes  and  TempeHs,  Blaibs,  Storms,  and  the 

like. 
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iile^  tlio"*  as  the  Confequence  of  an  exceeding  wef 
Sealbn  in  the  Beginning  of  the  Year,  it  may  be 
very  probable  that  Rich.  Excefllve  Rains  will. 
(^as  is  ufuMly  the  Cafe')  be  attended  with  very  high 
Winds*,  but  by  the  Tempefts  which  I  mention, 
I  do  not  mean  fuch  defolating  Tempefts  as  make 
Havock  of  Houfes,  Fleets,  and  whole  Towns,  to 
the  Ruin  of  Kingdoms  and  Nations,  as  were 
thofe  violent  Tempefts  in  1703,  arid  the  like. 

But  altho’  this  Comet  Ihould  not  immediately 
portend  Famine^  Earthquakes,  Storms  and  Tem¬ 
pefts,  yet  I  lee  greater  Calamities  in  view, 
wherewith  the  Northern  Parts  of  the  World  may 
be  vilited,  and  that  within  the  reach  of  a  few 
Years  ^  for  Heaven  is  oftentimes  lb  merciful  in 
the  ordering  liich  things  as  thefe,  that  it  is 
but  feldom  that  the  World  is  all  involv’d  in 
Judgments  together  ^  nor  do  a  Complication  of 
Inch  things  always  fall  together  lb  that  the 
People  who  can  lliift  from  Place  to  Place, 
always  find  room  to  make  their  Efcapes,  and 
Ry  from  the  Wrath  to  come  *,  upon  this  Account 
Warnings  are  oftentimes  chiefly  lent,  that  as  the 
Scripture  lays,  the  Prudent  Man  forefeeing  the  Fsvllj 
may  hide  himfelf  fo  that  the  wifer  Part  of  Man¬ 
kind  may  guide  themfelves  by  that  Rule. 

But  to  wave  all  that  Part,  as  a  Dilpute  which 
docs  not  at  all  concern  the  prelent  Gale,  every 
Man  muft  be  left  to  guide  his  own  Arfairs  as 
he  thinks  fit  •,  he  that  will  open  his  Eyes,  and 
look  into  the  Events  of  things,  may,  and  will 
have  the  Advantage  in  the  ordinary  Courfe  of 
Providence  *,  but  they  that  will  not,  muft  take 
the  other  Part  of  the  Text  to  themfelves,  viz., 
the  Simple  pafs  on^  and  are  punif?d. 

As  to  direfting  People  here  to  look  into  Fi.- 
turity,  by  Aftrological  Calculations.^  that  is  not 

D  the 
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the  Intent  of  this  Work,  farther  than  this,  that 
if  thofe  Aflrologers  concur  with  thefe  Thoughts 
on  this  Subject,  fo  he  ky  they  are  perhaps,  fb 
much  nearer  the  Truth,  and  if  juft  Conclufions 
are  drawn  by  feveral  Ways,  and  agree  in  the 
Subftance,  they  are  fo  much  the  more  likely  to 
be  juft  Conclufions. 

Some  are  able  to  predict  from  a  whole  View 
of  Nature,  with  much  greater  Certainty  in 
Events  of  the  niceft  Kind,  than  others  are  from 
the  moft  exaft  Tables,  which  they  call  Rules  qf 
Art^  and  therefore,  at  the  lame  time,  leaving  the 
Ar^ifts  to  talk  in  their  own  Way,  I  fhall  Ipeak 
of  thele  things  in  a  Dialeft  by  itfelf. 

The  Appearance  of  a  Comet  I  take  to  inti¬ 
mate,  generally  fpeaking,  approaching  Calamities, 
upon  Ibme  or  fuch  particular  Parts  of  the  World, 
where  fuch  Comet  is  more  efpecially  direfled  *, 
and  it  is  becaufe,  it  has  been  lb,  that  the 
World  expefls  fiirpriling  Revolutions  on  liich 
Occalions  ^  as  alfo  War,  Devaftation,  and  Blood, 
and  other  defblating  Judgment  ftom  Heaven 
upon  the  Bodies  of  Men. 

The  Appearance  of  EcUffesy  and  Co/7junftion  of 
Planets,  1  take  to  intimate  rather  the  fupreme 
Hand  by  them  Intiuencing  the  Seafbns,  the 
Weather,  the  Temperature  of  the  Air,  and  the 
Bodies  of  Men*,  for  by  the  Means  of  thele, 
they  may  indeed,  as  by  evident  Natural  Caules, 
affed^the  Bodies  of  Men,  and  bring  Inflexion 
and  Contagion,  raging  Fevers,  Apoplexies,  and 
the  like  ^  by  which  Men  are  fwept  away  as 
by  a  Plague. 

We  have  leen  this  in  EngUytd  within  a  few 
Months  paft,  and  that  in  a  very  remarkable 
Manner,  when  the  Inclement  Sealbns  had  fo  fwift 
an  Operation  upon  the  Bodies  of  the  People, 

that 
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that  Thoufands  were  Iwept  away,  firil  by  that 
overflowing  kind  of  Plague,  the  Small-Pox ^  which 
rag’d  in  a  mofl:  terrible  Manner  in  the  Beginning 
of  the  Year  *,  when  the  Operation  of  the  late 
Conjunftion  was  in  its  firfl:  Progrels  *,  and  after¬ 
wards  in  a  general  Di  (order  in  the  Inteftines, 
attended  with  ConvuHions  in  the  Bowels,  Grip- 
ings,  Fluxes,  and  Vomitings,  while  the  laid  Ope¬ 
ration  of  Planets  was  in  its  height  ^  during 
which  time  the  Bills  of  Moitallity  in  London 
were  fo  high,  as  the  like  had  not  been  known 
fince  the  great  Plague,  in  the  Year  1665,  being 
very  near  800  Week  *,  tho’  at  a  time  when 
by  the  Ablence  of  the  Court,  the  recefs  of  Par¬ 
liament,  Vacation  of  the  Term,  and  the  ufual 
retreat  of  the  People  to  their  Country  Seats 
and  Lodgings  for  Plealure,  in  the  Summer  Heats, 
the  emptinefs  of  the  Town  was  more  than 
ullially  remarkable  *,  lb  that  had  there  been  the 
ullial  Number  of  People  in  London  then,  as  is 
about  Chriflmafs^  or  the  Month  of  January  and 
February y  the  Bills  by  a  jull  Proportion,  mufl: 
have  been  llippos’d  to  be  near  1 1 00  each  Week. 

As  thefe  Diftempers  made  flich  Havock  among 
us,  lb  France  at  this  very  Time,  is  under  the 
Surprize  of  the  like  Vilitation  ^  and  the  SmalL 
Pox  makes  liich  Ravages  there,  and  elpecially 
among  the  Nobility,  and  Peribns  of  DiftinTion, 
that  is  terrible  to  relate. 

The  Kingdom  of  Portugal^  and  elpecially  the 
great  and  Populous  City  ot  Lisbon  is  even  new  un^ 
der  the  like  Vilitation,  with  a  terrible  and  raging 
Fever,  which  carries  off  luch  Multitudes  of  People, 
and  that  in  fo  Hidden  and  fo  violent  a  Man¬ 
ner,  that  it  has  been  greatly  queftion’d  whether 
it  is  not  a  Spice  of  a  Pellilence,  tho’  we  hope 
not. 

T  2  While 
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While  thefe  things  happen  fo  openly  in  the 
World,  ancl  the  Signal  jlffedrarkes  in  the  Hea¬ 
vens  are  fo  very  remarkable  allb,  how  can  we 
.deny  but  that  there  is  an  jlffarent  Connexion 
between  the  Califes  and  Effe&s  ?  between  the 
Sign  and  the  Thing  llgnified  :  The  remote  Cori- 
junTions  (which  I  have  mention’d,)  may  have 
drawn  off  the  Grofs  of  thele  noxious  Vapours, 
and  Peffilential  Particles,  which  would  otherwife 
have  Ipread  an  Univerlai  InfeTion  upon  the 
World,  and  yet  by  the  influencing  the  Sealbns, 
as  ahcvey  they  may  have  rendred  the  Air  unwhole- 
fbme  to  a  great  Degree,  tho’  not  contagious. 

Let  the  very  lame  Countries  which  juft  now 
begin,  as  it  wercy  to  feel  the  Effefts  of  thele 
Ccelcftial  Signals,  be  our  farther  Warning  *,  they 
will  have  yet  a  greater  Tafte  of  the  bitter  Part, 
and  1  am  perlivaded  to  believe,  a  deeper  Share 
in  the  Calamity,  than  they  feem  to  be  yet 
apprehenfive  of.  ‘  ’ 

Fra'ace  has  drunk  deep  of  the  Vifitation  in 
the  Southern  Parts  already  y  it  leems  to  be  with 
more  than  ordinary  Difficulty,  that  the  Judgment 
is  kept  off  y  it  broke-out  the  other  Day  in  the 
French  new  Conquefts,  the  Province  of  Artois^ 
and  the  Frontiers  of  Picardy  *,  may  1  not  lay 
without  Arrogance,  that  it  will  not  go  entirely 

■  The  EcUpfe  is  not  yet  come  ^  the  Comet  ap¬ 
pears  remote,  and  at  a  Diftance,  and  Men  put 
die  Ewil  Day  fa'r  off^  may  it  be  far  offy  and  eft 
peciaily  from  our  own  Cotmtryy  where  I  doubt 
-We  are  but  ill  ’  prepar’d  for  liich  ‘  a  Calamity  y 
jbut  he  that  will  undertake  to  alfure  us,  that 
dll  thefe  Signs  in  the  'Heavens  iliali  have  no 
'S’grffxcations,  and  Ihall  be  attended  v/ith  no 
tiricofniioii  Calamities  in  F'urtpey  vvill,  if  1  have 
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any  Prophetick  Judgment  live  to  be  alliain’d 
of  it,  or  die  very  quickly. 

Add  let  filch  remember,  that  tho’  the  Eclipfe 
is  not  yet  come,  the  Comet  is  come,  and  the 
Evil  predicted  may  be  already  begun  among 
us  •  and  who  dare  lay,  it  is  not  already  begun  : 
The  Seeds  of  Death  are  Ibmetimes  long  fow’d 
before  the  Fruit  (JMortality)  appears  \  let  us  de¬ 
pend  that  where  ever  the  Blow  is  to  be  given^ 
the  Hand  is,  or  may  be,  already  lifted  up  to 
Strike. 

Come  we  then  to  confider  thole  Signs  that 
lirll  prelent  themlelves  to  our  Sight,  as  the  Comet 
prefaging  bloody  Wars  breaking-out  in  the  World, 
to  the  interrupting  the  Peace  of  Mankind  \  the 
Temple  of  Janus  opens  of  itlelf  *,  War  breaks-out 
firh:  in  the  Eafi^  but  inlenlibly  Ipreads  itfelf  North¬ 
ward  *,  one  Kation  unwarily  entangles  and  draws 
in  another,  till  the  Nations  grow  furious  and  en¬ 
rag’d  ^  for  War  is  a  Fever  in  the  Blood  of  Na¬ 
tions,  as  the  Plague' is  in  the  Blood  of  private 
Perlbns,  and  Ipreads  like  an  Infeftion  not  much 
unlike  a  Plague  in  the  Body  ^  neither  are  IVars^ 
and  the  Rivers  of  Blood  that  follow  them,  lefs 
the  Effefts  of  Phylical  and  Natural  Caules,  than 
Elagues  and  Infeldlons. 

I  expefh  this  Comet  which  advances  to  us  from 
the  Souths  from  beyond  the  watery  Sign  Aqtiariusy 
Pours  out  an  Innundation  of  Blood  lirll,  in  that 
Part  of  the  World,  where  weTee  ’tis  already  begun ' 
'viz.,  the  Kingdom  of  Perjia  *,  and  as  the  lame  Co?net 
Hr  ikes  its  Path  in  the  Arch  of  a  monllrous  Circle, 
from  that  Fart  of  the  Hemilphere  North-Wefl^  \ 
make  no  Qiiellion  but  it  carries  on  the  Innunda- 
tion  into  the  Countries,  in  that  Manner  fituated 
from  its  firll  Appearance. 
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Hence  War  is  intimated  upon  the  Frontiers  af 
the  Turkljhy  the  Germcin^  and  the  Muscovite  or 
^ujfiau  Empires  and  I  doubt  not  but  it  will  be 
very  fwift,  violent,  and  crueh 

After  it  has  kindled  in  its  own  Flame,  and 
encreas’d,  according  to  the  growing  Nature  of 
real  Fire,  I  expetb  it  to  catch  hold  of  neighbour¬ 
ing  Kingdoms  and  Countries  ^  the  Tranquility  of 
Europe^  a  Blejfing  too  great  in  itfelfy  and  too  much 
abuidy  to  be  of  long  Continuance^  mull  meet  with 
Interruptions  from  wicked  Heads  \  and  all  the 
laudable  Endeavours  of  Pious  and  Chriftian  Pow¬ 
ers  to  prevent  it,  will  not  fo  far  flicceed,  but  that 
the  Evil  determin’d  may  break  out. 

War  then  being  hippos’d  ^  we  are  to  expe£l 
it  where  Reafon  and  Nature  dilates  it^  for  all 
thele  things  run  ft  ill  in  the  Channel  of  Nature  ; 
the  Cz.ar  of  Mufeovy  has  his  Hands  full  in  the 
South y  Peace  be  thy  happy  Portion^  O  !  Sweden^  if 
poftible,  fb  long  as  the  growing  Power  of  that 
Monarch  feels  the  Reftraint  of  other  Avocations, 
but  expe£l  it  no  longer  •  nor  can  it  be  conceal’d  who 
breathes  out  War  on  that  Side, with  fb  eager  a  Defire 
that  nothing  but  the  Alliances  of  neighbouring 
Powers  reftrains  him ;  and  how  unwillingly  he  is 
reftrain’d,  may  be  eafily  feen. 

Let  them  not  doubt,  but  that  the  dormant 
Claims  of  the  Duke  of  Holfein  as  well  to  the  Do¬ 
minions  of  Sweden y  which  he  efteems  his  Right, 
as  to  other  Dominions  really  his  own,  will  reft 
([uiet  fb  long  as  he  cannot  help,  and  perhaps  no 
longer. 

In  the  Empircy  Religion  beats  the  Drum  Eccle- 
fiafiick  y  the  Pofe  itudics  a  Church-War,  and  ftands 
ready  to  publifh  his  Cruifadoy  as  fbon  as  he  can 
bring  Bigots  enough  into  his  Alliance  ;  that  fb  he 
may  embroil  Europe  in  War,  and  keep  himfelf 
out.  What 


C  3*  ] 

What  have  ‘the  Proetfiants  to  truft  to,  for  pre« 

'  venting  hich  a  Rupure  in  the  World  ?  Truly,  no¬ 
thing  that  1  fee,  but  the  keeping  the  Heads  of 
fuch  Cath'oiick  Powers  as  are  moft  Potent,  from 
engaging  in  fuch  a  bloody  Confederacy ;  as  it 
happens  at  prelent,  it  is  not  their  Intereft  to  do 
it,  and  while  it  is,  we  may  expefb  they  will 
“keep  off,  but  not  longer  •,  and  how  long  it  may  be 
that  their  Intereft  ihall  lb  keep  them  back,  who 
knows  ?  ’Tis  evident  by  their  prefent  Ccndu^l, 
that  they  have  Will  enough  to  a  Religious  War, 
if  they  found  it  agreeable  to  their  Temporal  Pro- 
ipefts. 

That  fuch  a  War  is  within  the  Alpeff  of  the 
Prefent  Signs  ^  elpe:ially  that  of  the  Comet ^  and  of 
the  Eclipfe^  the  Aftrologers  particularly  inlift  up¬ 
on  ^  I  Ihall  not  contradict  them  ^  let  the  Prote- 
ftant  Princes,  and  Powers,  in  whole  Hand  the 
Ballance  yet  remains,  and  who  are  the  Bulwarks 
of  the  Protcftant  Intereft  in  the  World,  take 
care  not  to  give  it  up,  but  concern  themfelves  to 
prevent  the  Blow  ^  and  let  them  depend,  that 
Iboner  or  later,  the  Councils  of  Hell  will  lb  far 
prevail,  as  to  make  the  Attempt  *,  who  fliall  pre¬ 
vail,  is  for  the  Prelent,  out  of  Sight. 

Whoever  confiders  the  State  of  EuropCy  and  the 
Encroachments  of  the  Papal  Interefts,  how  they 
have  reftlefsly  pulhM  at  getting  the  Protellant 
Countries  into  the  Hands  of  Popihi  Princes  ^ 
what  fatal  Succefs  they  have  had  *,  how  the  two 
moft  Potent  Electorates,  viz.  of  Saxony.^  and  the  Vda- 
tinate-f  and  the  Kingdom  of  Bohemia^  (all  three  for¬ 
merly  Proteftants)  are  now  entirely  in  the  tlands 
of  the  Papifts,  and  how  they  are  continually 
pufhing  at  more  ^  how  France^  notwithftanding 
the  late  War,  poifeftes  leveral  Countries,  former¬ 
ly  Proteflant^  and  from  whence  the  Proteftant  Re¬ 
ligion 
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Iigion  is  entirely  extirpated  •,  as  Alfatia  the  Im¬ 
perii!  City  o^Strasburg  \  the  Principality  of  Orange^ 
and  the  like  ^  ahd  above  all,  the  utter  rooting  out 
of  the  Proteftaht  Religion  from  France  itfelf : 
Whoever,  I  lay,  confiders  all  this,  will  find  the 
Proteftant  Interefi:  llink  extremely,  from  what  it 
has  been,  as  to  the  Extent  of  Country  where  it 
was  receiv’d  ^  lb  that  indeed,  it  hardly  requires 
a  Concurrence  of  Heavenly  Signs  to  predict,  that 
the  Popifii  Powers  will  take  hold  of  the  firff  Oc- 
calion  that  prefents  itlelf^  to  attack  the  Proteftants 
in  the  Qiiarrel  of  Religion  ^  and  will  not  fail  allb, 
to  form  the  Occafion  with  the  utmofi:  Artifice. 

War  allb  will  probably  break  out  Iboner  or  later 
among  the  Maritime  People  of  the  World  ^  the 
Encroachments  of  the  Auflrians  uport  the  Com¬ 
merce  of  thole  Nations,  who  formerly  Ipent  their 
Blood  and  Trealure  to  procure  thofe  Countries  to 
the  Houle  of  Auftriu  in  which  thole  Encroachments 
are  let  on  foot  ^  I  lay,  thole  Encroachments  are 
not  the  moll  unlikely  (elpecially  while  haughtily 
infilled  upon,  and  obllinately  pulh’d  on)  to  let 
this  Part  of  the  World  in  a  Flame  ;  the'  Commerce 
of  the  Indies  a  tender  Point,  and  lb  tender,  that 
tiiat  Government,  who  at  prelent  have  lb  great  an 
Interell  in  it,  cannot  but  be  deeply  lenlible  of  any 
Wound  in  thole  Parts,  and  will  certainly  relent 
not  the  Thing  only,  but  the  Manner. 

Thele  are  the  Seeds  of  War,  which  leem  to 
be  already  fow’d  *,  the  Pride  and  Ambition  of  Meii 
plant  or  low  thole  Seeds  every  Day  *,  but  the  go¬ 
verning  Hand  of  Heaven  dire£ls  the  cultivating 
them,  and  ripening  them  up  to  the  Maturity  which 
tliey  require  for  an  Eruption  ^  and  while  all  this 
is  prepai'ing,  and  die  Afaratus  thus  form’d,  Hea^ 
ven  direHs  his  Signs  in  the  upper  Regions,  to 
warn  us  of  the  Approach,  and  prepare  us  for 

what 
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wjiait  he  intends  to  vifit  us  with  :  And  thus  you 
have  the  fatal  Climax  of  Caufes,  and  Eftefts 
of  Warning?  and  ^Sign|i  ,,in  the  ^Heavens  plainly 
laid  down  ^  and  ’tis^  eafie  to  oblerye  the  Concur¬ 
rence  of  the  Signs  with  the  Probabilitiei 

Fron^.  the  whole,  I  conclude,  that  a.  Bloody 
War  will  break-out  in  Eurofe  in  the  enfoing  Year,; 
j^within  the  Limits  of  the  Influence  of  the  Ap¬ 
proaching  Eclipfe^  of  of  the  prefent  Comet :  That  this 
'War  ihallbe  attended  ,  with  Riyfrs  of  Blood,  or,  as 
is  mention’d  abpvej  with  an  Iiihundation  of  Bloodj^' 
may,  without  much  Art,  bepredided  :  In  particu¬ 
lar,  we  may  fee  that  the  Tartar Sj  /who  oftentimes 
have  done  lb,  and  now  wait  an.  Opportunity  to 
do  it  again,  may  now,  by  the  Permiflion  of  Hea¬ 
ven,  to  break  the  way,  begin  the  horrid  Scene 
pf  Tragedy,  by.  a  dreadful  Eruption  into  the 
^ujftan  Dominions  ;  If  they  make  their ,  retreat 
Without’  an  overthrow,  they  .will,  befides  the^ 
Murther  and  Rapine  they  commit  in  the  Attempt,’ 
carry  away  vafl:  Numbers  of  miferalble  Chriflians 
into  Slavery,  to  be  Ibid  to  the  Turks  ^  ahd  from^ 
thence  ’tis  very  rational  to  expeft,  that  Fdand . 
may  have  its  Share  in  the  Miferies  of  a  furkijh^ 
War,  efpecially  if  the.  Turks  are  any-thing  flic- 
cefsflii  If,  and  Poland  may  very  probably  engage  the 
imperial  and  German  Armies  in  its  Defence  *,  and 
then  the  Turks^  will  be  driven  Headlong  out  of 
the  Chriflian  Countries,  and  may  be  driven  out 
of  f^y’opef  if  the  Chriftian  Princes  Would  heartily 
join  together  to  bring  it  to  pafs. 

/  .  .y  - 

I  am  loth  to  take  upon  me  to  predifl  any^ 
Evil  to  Credt^Britainf  to  whom  I  wifh  nothing 
but  Good  ^  if  the  Comet  goes  away,  or  difappears  . 
without  advancing  any  farther  Norths  then  the^ 

E'  bright^ 
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bright  eft  of  the  three  .Stars  in  the  Neck  of  AqmU  % 

I  mean,  16  as  to  be  vifible  rid  farther .  iVbrt/;,  1. 
lhall  have  hope  that  it  ihall  be  attended  with  no 
evil  Events  relating  to  us  j  nay,  its  difippear’ng 
in  that  ConfLenation  may  .  betoken  Good  to  us  ^ 
ibr  \\s  'Comets  ^a're  Fore-runners  of  Evil ,  and. 
give  warning  of  Calamities  to  fome,  fo  they  may 
be  Fore-runners  of  good^  Tidings  to  'others  ; 
as  the  Comet  in  1 066,  which  doitbtlefs  portended 
the  ’Conquefl:  of  England  'by  Duke  William  of 
Normandy^  as  on  one  'hand  it  fore-boded  Slaugh¬ 
ter  and  Subjedidn,  and  miferable  Sufferings  to 
the  Englifi)  Nkion,  fo  it  imported  Joy  and 
Victory  to  the  Conqueror,  crowning  him  with 
Glory*  and  his  Pofterity  after  him  ^  and  thus, 
it  may  be  now  :  May  all  thaf  is  joyful,  good  and 
agreeable,  all,  that ’we  want,  and  all  that  we 
leek,  be  the  happy  Event  of  this  app6.ring 
Cornet  to  Greal-Britain  \  to  which  end  may  we 
fee  no  more  of  it,  or  ^at  leaft,  may  it  come  no 
farther  North)  than  as  above. 

'  r' 

Some  tell  us, -that  in  ail  probability  this  Comet ^ 
may  be  more  vili.ble  in  America^  than  among  us  * 
and  this  is  fo  remote  from  us,  that  I  expert  to 
be  told,  it  is  not  worth  mentioning,  or  worth 
reading,  much  iefs  entertaining  our  Thoughts  - 
about  it’  *,  hut  I  hope  thele  lelfifli  Gcntlemen^. 
will  allow,  that  he  who  made  the  W^orld,  may 
think  good  to  have  an  equal  Regard  to  all  the 
Parts  of  it,  and  may  think  it  as  much  to  -  the 
Purpofe  to  warn  them  of  approaching  Calamities, 
as  he  does  to  warn  us  *,  nor  let  .  us  laugh  at  the 
Suggeflion,  as  if  it  were  needlels  y  becaufe  the 
Nations  who  are  Pagan,  and  have  ^  no 
Notion,  either  of  a  G  o  n?  or  of  their  own 

'  Crimes, 
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Crimes,,  can  have  none  of  Repentance,  which,  our 
religious  People  lay,  is  all  the  End  that  can  be 
higgeRed  in  the '  hippos’d  Warnings,  or  Notices 
of  things. 

V-  < 

Hence  we  know  a  great  many  Sceptical  Noti¬ 
ons,  and  fome  Atheiffcical,  are  advanc’d  bantering 
the  Opinions  of  thole  People,  who  think  they 
ought  to  make  Religious  Ules  of  liich  things 
as  thele. 

'  But  all  this,  as  not  worth  fo  much  Notice,  I 
fhall  give  no  Reply  to  in  this  Ti^tl  *,  only 
hiall  obferve,' 

1.  That  we  cannot  judge  abfolutely  Jiow  far 
thefe  Appearances  may  or  may  not  Influence 
the.  Pagan  Worlds  that  Beaven  may  yet 
think  fit  to  give  them  the  lame  Intimations, 
as  he  does  to  us  ^  lb  leaving  them  the  more 
without  Excule,  if  they  do  not  take  them 
as  Warnings. 

j 

2.  As  for  Repentance  of  Pagans,  ^tis  what  we 
cannot  judge,  of,  nor  is  it  the  BiifinelB  of 
this  Paper  *,  but  .fiippofe  them  as  Notices 
of  Plagues  and  Infections,  lb  to  hint  to  the 
People  the  timely  elcaping  from  the  Con¬ 
tagion,  by  flying  from  one  Place  to  ano¬ 
ther,  or  by  other  Precautions  necefiiiry  on 
llich' Occafions  ^  even  in  fiich  Cafes,  they 
are  fignificant,  and  not  be  flighted,  .either 
by  them  or  us. 

But  to  remove  ail  the  Foundations  of  Cavil 
at  this  Part  of  the  Appearance  of  Comets^  I 

E  2  mean 
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2)ae,an  their  appearing  in  thole  Countries,  vy;here 
no  Religious  Ule  can  be  luppos’d  to  be  made 
of  It,  this  may  confirm  the  other  Part  of  ouf 
'Bypothefis,  which  relates  to  Comtis  being  the 
Inllruments  of  the  Calamities  themlelves. 

If  then  they  carry  with  them  the  Arrows  of 
Death,  and  that  the  Podbnoiis  Darts  of  Plagues 
bn  Men  and  Beall,  Sterility  on  the  Earth,  and 
the  dike,  are  fliot  from  thefe  Qiiivers  ^  we  need 
fey  no  more,  than  that  they  are  lent  to  thofe 
Parts  as  MelTengers  of  Dellruflion,  with  Com- 
miflion  to  Ipread  the  Milchiefs  they  are  big  with, 
into  liich  and  llich  Farts,  where  by  their  Situa^ 
tion  they  are  oblig’d  to  diffule  them  :  That  if 
they  do  not  warn  the  People  of  tMir  approach- 
ing  Ruin,  they  really  bring  the  Ruin  which  we 
\  think* they  porterid,  .  -  ,  - 

Nor  is  this  Thought  rem9te,  or  unworthy  of  our 
prefent  Contemplation  •,  fbrdf  Coineis  RYQ  varf  Coh 
legions  of  Vapours  from  this  Earth,  and  from 
ten  Thonland  more  luch  Earths  as  ours  are,  which, 
for  ought  we  know,  are  in  Being,  in  their  parti¬ 
cular  prbits,  and  which  may  fiipply  Vapours  and 
ether  Subllances  for  liich  Bodies  as  the  Comets  niay 
be  liippos’d  to  be  \  or  if  they  are  Bodies  of  Fire, 
feeding  continually  upon  their  own  Subllance,  be 
that  as  it  will,  either  way,  the  noxious  Fumes  of 
fuch  an  immenle  Flame,  are  more  than  lliffiaent, 
if  Heaven  direfts,  to  poilbh  the  whole  Atmo- 
iphere  of  this  Globe,  and  twenty  more  liich  Globes 
af  .this,  at  one  time  ^  fo  that  let  the  AtHeiftick 
^Vofid  bantef  the  fenoiis  Part  as  mpeh  as  they 
pleale. ;  if  Religion  cannot  conflite  them,  Philolb- 

be  llimm’d  up 
;  Nambl  Y,, 

'  ;  :  "That 


i)hy  Will  •,  and  the  Argument  may 
|n  this  lltOit  undeniable  Condulion 

r-  ’  .  t  ^  '  *  i  -  .  i 
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That-  CometSj  whether  they  may  be  t^lcen  as 
Fore-runners  of  God’s  Judgments  or  no,  may 
and  we  have  reafon  to  believe  are,  the 
and  Natural  Caufes  of  them. 

That  they  Ipread  Poilbnous  and  Infectious 
tides  in  the  Air,  from  the"  noxious  Vapours 
Exhalations  which  their  vaft  Mafs  is  compos’d 
pf,  br  fill’d  with  ^  from  whence  comes  ^  Con-^* 
tagious  Dileafes,  Plagues,  &c.  upon  Man  and 
Bead, 

That  by  Attraftion,  and  dravying  fipni  the 
Earth  a  great  Quantity  of  the  Humid  Vapours 
within  our  Atmofphere,  which  would  otherwife 
gather  into  Cloud,  and  diflill  again  in  Rain  ; 
they  occafion  terrible  Droughts ;  Sterility  of  the 
Earth  ^  Deflruftion  of  its  Produft  ^  and  confe- 
quehtly  Famine,  and  Defbl^tion. 

That  on  the  other-hand,  by  violent  Exhala^ 
tions  from  the  Earth,  and  Emiflions  fi'om  them- 
I'elves,  they  may  load  the  ^  Earth’s  Atmofphere 
with  the  contrary  Extreme  ^  lb  by  pouring  a 
Qiiantity  of  Rain  upon  the  Earth,  either  too 
great  for  the  Earth  to  bear  •,  or  at  improper 
Seaibns,'  may  render  the  Earth  ufelefs  to  Man¬ 
kind,  and  lb  ftarve  'the  Inhabitants  by  over-much 
Wet.  That  it  is  not  an  improbable  Opinion, 
that  the  Earth  was  Drown’d,  Mund.  i6$6^ 
by  the  breaking  of  a  watry  condens’d  Comet  up¬ 
on  the  Surface  of  its ■  Globe'*,  and  that  it  fhaS 
be  at  lall,  Amjo  6000,  be  let  on  Fire  by  ano¬ 
ther.  i-  .  . 

V 


That 


.  .That  Comets  may  thus  be  Inftriiments  for 
^fliSbing  Plagues,  Peftiicnce,  Floods,  Droughts, 
nay,  even 'Conflagrations  upon  the  Earth,  cannot 
be  deny’d  j  and  why  then  ‘  we  fhould  not  look 
upon  them  , with  Apprehenfions,  left  when  they 
appear,  they  come  charg’d  with  fome  Commiffion 
?df  that  Kind,  I  cannot  underftand.  '  > 

^  And' vyhy  filch  Apprehenfions  fliould  not  put 
u§  in-miiid  of  Nineveh^  &c.  will  be  very  hard  for 
any  Man  iri  his  Sences,  to  give  a  Reafon  for.  _  , 


Nulla  flagrantem  Cqmetin^ 

^Non  kve-vemikum  nuncia^ 


( 


